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SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Labor Day (Monday, 9/6) NO SCHOOL

CLASSICAL CORNER:
"MUCH NOT MANY"
BY CHARLIE MOONEY

OFF TO A GOOD START
BY CHARLIE MOONEY

I have to admit something as an administrator; I don't
like summers. There are many reasons that won't fit in
this space, but the biggest reason is that there are no
students. I started working here on July 1. Not only
were there no students, but I didn't even know the
students. All of my planning, strategizing, and daydreaming was in a vacuum.
But now school has started. The students are back and
the school is vibrant again. Today is the third day of
school, and it seems our start has been pretty smooth.
There have been a few hurdles, but, by God's grace, we
have cleared them and found ways to remove them.
Our students have returned with joy and rest in their
eyes and hearts. Most of my administrative anxieties
caused by a summer of faceless daydreaming about
what school might be has gone away. I'm excited that
we're off to a good start. This will be Valor's best year
yet. Armor up!

There is a principle of classical education, which,
in Latin, is stated, multum non multa . The
translation is "much not many." The basic idea is
that we should approach education with a focus
on depth and meaningfulness, rather than
approaching it as a shallow buffet line. In modern
progressive education, we have opted for the
latter-we've given our children far too many
courses, with too much content, and pre-chewed
the content for them, just so they can get
through it. What is the result? They get bored,
they never find the rich content that sparks their
imaginations, and they never have to do the hard
work of robust learning on their own.
A student for example may get a brief summary
of Plato's philosophy from their textbook, in an
author's blurb that is already "chewed" for them.
(cont. on page 2)

Floriligium

“The heart never takes the
place of the head: but it can,
and should, obey it.”
C.S. Lewis, The Abolition of Man
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Housekeeping
Keeping you up-to-date
on the miscellaneous
information so we can
move forward together
with confidence and
clarity.

Upper School Office Hours:
Logic School teachers (6-8) - The LS
faculty will be keeping the following office
hours, during which they will respond to
parent emails and meet with students as
needed:
M/W/F (2 days) - Logic School teachers
will keep office hours 3:30-4:00 PM two
days each week on Monday, Wednesday,
and/or Friday. They will communicate
their two days to their students and
families directly.
The exception to this policy is that
the Upper School staff will have a
faculty meeting every other
Wednesday (3:45-4:30) and, therefore,
will not be in their offices.
T - All logic school teachers will select a
30-minute block of time in which they
check their email and respond to parent
and student questions or concerns. This
time will be communicated to families.
TH - Logic School faculty members are
not required to check their emails on
Thursdays, so it is important that critical
communications be sent before
Thursdays.
Rhetoric School teachers (9th, 11th) .
Because so many of the rhetoric school
faculty are part-time and may only teach
one course, their office hours will be
communicated to parents and students on
a case-by-case basis.
Chapel Dress Days:

By "chewed," I mean that the author has read
Plato for the student, interpreted the content,
and then summarized it on the page. Deep,
meaningful learning is only achieved if the
student reads Plato for himself. The process is
bypassed by the author's "chewing" the text for
the student. The student has learned very little.
Why is this done? It's done in an effort to get
through the material, which may span from Plato
(d. 347 BC) to Nietzsche (d. 1900 AD). It's covering
over 2,200 years of material. There simply isn't
time to cover so many individuals' writings in any
meaningful way. A decision was made to cover
many things, at the expense of much learning.
In order to achieve deep learning, the teacher has
to set rich content ( e.g. an original text, a
beautiful work of art, or a nature walk) before the
student directly. The student must then "chew" it
himself. It is the student's responsibility to
consume the rich diet of food that has been
placed before him. However, it is not a buffet. It is
a carefully selected feast of well-balanced
nutrients. It is delightful and tasty, but the
student must eat it. He must also learn to savor it.
He has to develop a taste for fine foods that years
of a cheap buffet has caused him to resist.
Our students' pallets must be taught and
retaught to know what is objectively good, true,
and beautiful in the same way they have to be
taught to eat their vegetables. This process takes
time and should never be rushed.

Logic School (6-8) - Every Monday. Note: Even
though chapel will not begin until the gym
construction is complete, the students should still
be dressed in chapel dress.

Rhetoric School (9, 11) - Every Friday.
Spirit Dress Days:
All Upper School (6-11) - Last Friday of each
month.
Rhetoric School (9, 11) - Every Thursday.
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